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WHEN IN SPAIN:
INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE
IN HEMINGWAY’S 
THE SUN ALSO RISES
Alexa Barta
Undergraduate Research Symposium
April 14, 2018
WHAT IS INTERCULTURAL 
COMPETENCE?
• “connecting people with different characters and cultures through a 
process of facilitating communication and achieving understanding 
between them” (Elsen, 23)
• “an individual’s ability to function across cultures” (Leung, 490) 
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WHY IS INTERCULTURAL 
COMPETENCE IMPORTANT? 
• Respect for other cultures increases with knowledge 
• Reduced negative stereotyping and prejudice 
• Increased empathy toward other cultures 
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CAREER GOALS
• Fulbright grant to Mexico
• Immigration Data
• Working in globally diverse teams
• Traveling / Living abroad 
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OUTLINE
i) Motivation
ii) Methods
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iv) Intercultural Competence: The Basics
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vi) Hemingway and Spain
vii) Conclusion
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MOTIVATION
6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Hemingway
• In America, Hemingway seen as an 
“expert” on Spain
• A “friend of Spain,” or simply a 
tourist? 
• Accuracy in portraying Spanish 
culture in his works?
MOTIVATION
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• How do the characters 
measure up to today’s 
standards of intercultural 
competence?   
• How well do they integrate 
into the Spanish culture?
https://patimes.org/energy-efficiency-saving-dollars-public-sector/green-globe-psd44812/
METHODS
8
• Close reading of The Sun Also Rises
• Study of intercultural competence literature
• Research of relationship between Hemingway and 
Spain
THE LOST GENERATION:
HISTORICAL AND LITERARY 
CONTEXT
EXPATRIATE LIFE
10http-
//www.moderntimesmagazine.com/page19/Arts_Writers_And
_Europe_120318/Arts_Writers_And_Europe_120318.php 
• Hemingway lived in Paris, France with a 
group of fellow expatriates to include: 
Gertrude Stein, F. Scott Fitzgerald, John 
Steinbeck 
• Tourism in Europe was a “fad”
• The era of “experiential travelogues” 
(Field) 
THE NOVEL
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• Published in October 1926
• First of Hemingway’s novels to be set 
in Spain 
• Closely based on true events 
http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Sun-Also-Rises/Ernest-Hemingway/9781501121968
THE FESTIVAL 
OF 
SAN FERMÍN 
• Pamplona, Spain;  July 6 -14 (1925)
• “corrida de toros” = running of the 
bulls
• Gained popularity worldwide after 
the publishing of Hemingway’s novel
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Pamplona
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pamplona,+Navarre,+Spain/@42.8157607,1.6850411,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4
m5!3m4!1s0xd50928ba31965c7:0x4e6e903632cb2e90!8m2!3d42.812526!4d-1.6457745
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/9392733/In-pictures-the-atmosphere-in-Pamplona-during-the-San-Fermin-festival.html
THE 
CHARACTERS
14
Jake Barnes (Hemingway)
Lady Brett Ashley 
Robert Cohn
Mike Campbell 
Bill Gorton 
https://www.jfklibrary.org/AssetViewer/THveqMkSqUSHfPxDqSfgUA.aspx
INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE:
THE BASICS
Intercultural Competence
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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Intercultural Competence
Intercultural
traits
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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Intercultural Competence
Intercultural
traits
open-
mindedness 
desire for 
adventure
flexibility 
emotional 
resilience
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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Intercultural Competence
Intercultural
traits
Intercultural
attitudes; 
Worldviews
open-
mindedness 
desire for 
adventure
flexibility 
emotional 
resilience
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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Intercultural Competence
Intercultural
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Intercultural
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positive 
attitude 
negative 
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ethnocentric 
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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Intercultural Competence
Intercultural
traits
Intercultural
attitudes; 
Worldviews
Intercultural
capabilities 
open-
mindedness 
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adventure
flexibility 
emotional 
resilience
positive 
attitude 
negative 
attitude ethnorelative
ethnocentric 
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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Intercultural Competence
Intercultural
traits
Intercultural
attitudes; 
Worldviews
Intercultural
capabilities 
open-
mindedness 
desire for 
adventure
cultural 
knowledge
flexibility 
emotional 
resilience
positive 
attitude 
negative 
attitude ethnorelative
ethnocentric 
social 
flexibility
linguistic 
skills 
Leung, Kwok, et al. “Intercultural Competence.” Vol. 1, no. 1, 2014, pp. 489–519., doi:10.1146/annurev-orgpsych-031413-091229.
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WORLDVIEWS
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Ethnocentric Ethnorelative
Low 
intercultural 
competence
High 
intercultural 
competence
BENNETT’S 
DMIS
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http://www.idrinstitute.org/page.asp?menu1=15
Denial
Defense
Minimization 
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APPLICATIONS TO 
THE SUN ALSO RISES
JAKE BARNES 
• American expatriate living in Paris 
• Has traveled to Spain for “several years” (TSAR, 106)
• Speaks Spanish with the locals
• Has formed relationships with Spaniards  
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JAKE BARNES 
• Friendship with Mr. Montoya
à “[Montoya] always smiled as though bull-
fighting were a very special secret between the two of 
us; a rather shocking but really very deep secret that we 
knew about” (TSAR, 105).
28
JAKE BARNES 
• Jake later loses Montoya’s trust
à “[Montoya] started to smile at me, then he saw 
Pedro Romero with a big glass of cognac in his hand, 
sitting laughing between me and a woman with bare 
shoulders, at a table full of drunks.  He did not even nod” 
(TSAR, 141). 
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http://www.idrinstitute.org/page.asp?menu1=15
31
http://www.idrinstitute.org/page.asp?menu1=15
JAKE’S 
INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE
• Traitsà Emotional resilience 
• Attitudeà Positive  
Worldviewà “minimization” = ethnocentric 
• Capabilitiesà linguistic skills; lacks cultural knowledge
32
HEMINGWAY: 
“AMIGO DE ESPAÑA”?
ACADEMIC OPINIONS 
• “Ernest Hemingway: ¿Amigo de España?”  (Lisa Twomey)
• "He Was Sort of a Joke, in Fact”  (Jeffrey Herlihy-Mera)
• Hemingway’s Spain: Imagining the Spanish World  (Eby and Cirino)
• Hemingway in Spain: A Personal Reminiscence of Hemingway’s Years 
in Spain by his Friend  (José Luis Castillo-Puche)
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CONCLUSIONS
• Principal characters still stuck with ethnocentric worldviews
• Although Jake is supposedly the “most acquainted” with Spain, he 
still shows ethnocentric reactions to cultural difference; his level of 
IC is somewhat low
• Many scholars see Hemingway as a “tourist” to Spain, never 
achieving complete intercultural competence himself
35
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FURTHER READING
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Barta, Alexa, "When in Spain: Intercultural Competence in 
Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises" (2017). Honors Capstone Projects. 8. 
http://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/honors/8 
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